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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Pile 8, 1783. 


« A motion was made by the right ho- 
e rourable Charles James Fox, member for 
«© Weſtminſter, Secretary of State for Foreign 
% Affairs, and ſeconded by the right honour- 
% able Lord North, member for Banbury, 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment, that the Order of the day for the 
© third reading of the Bill (now engroſſed) 
&« for veſting the affairs of the Eaſt- India Com- 
** pany in the hands of certain C ommiſ/ioners fer 
© the benefit of the Proprietors and FR FOES 
th. be now read. WM 


Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 
Mr, Speaker, 
1 Riſe with the deepeſt Anxiety to endea- 
vour to prevent the further progreſs of this 


* dbecauſe i in my opinion it deſtroys the 
X B ancient 


(47) 


ancient, eſtabliſicd forms of all Parl:amentary 


proceedings in this Houſe, violates the na- 
tional faith, ſubverts every principle of juflice 
and equity, and gives a mortal ſtad to this 
free conſtitution. Sir, the ſorms of proceed- 
ing in this Houſe were wiſely eſtabliſned by 
our anceſtors, after the moſt mature delibe- 
ration, as a. guard againk ſurprize by any 
miniſters, and to give our conſtituents timely 
information of what was deipg in Parliament, 
that the collected wiſdom of the nation might 
be appealed to and known on every occaſion 
of moment. This accounts for the flowveſs of 


our proceedings compared, with the mode of 


Faſſing bills in the other Houſe of Parliament. 
TheirLordſhips have no conſſituents, * hom it 
is a duty to conſult. In che pre greſs of this Bill, 
the in variable rules and orders of the Houſe | 
have been ſet aſide without the leaſt ſhadow 
of neceſſity, almoſt without the ſlighteſt pre- 
pretence; and the Bill continues to be hur- 


ned on with indecent haſte. When che right 
lionourabſe Secretary moved for leave to bring 


in a Bill for the better regulation of che Eaft- 
India Company, he ſtated the deſperate condi- | 


tion of the Crmpany' 5 Sa as the ſole 
ground 


«. + 


WE, 
ground on which he flood. He repreſented 
it as a caſe” of abſolute and immediate ne- 
ceſſity for the interpoſition of the Legiſlature, 
He exprefs:y-dif. aimed every other motive, 
although he invidioufly went at large into 
every ſuppoſed delinquency of Mr. Haſtings, 
and almoſt every other ſervant of the Com- 
pany, for many years. He did not indeed in 
terms aſſert that the Company were in a ſtate 
of bankruptcy, but he declared that they owed 
five millions more than they were able to pay, 
and went into a variety of accounts without 
any attempt at the ſmalleſt proof of '» bat he 
advanced, or calling for a fingle paper, in ſo 
great a variety of matter. He pledged him- 
ſelf for the moſt ſcrupulous accuracy, yet in 
the very moment 'f rgot to give the Company 
credit for an immen fe floating property, for 
all their ſtores,” goods and merchandizes in 
the warehcuſes at Calcutta, Bercoolen, Bom- 
bay, Fort St. George, and other factories 
in the Eaſt. An omifion of this importance 
could pot proceed from ignotance, where 
infinite” pains were taken to examine in- 
to the moſt minute particulars, nor from 
cateleſoneh, Where ub trace of à heed. 
nei | B 2 | leſs 


(#7 
leſs. inattention, or forgetfulneſs, was ever 
obſerved. - It argued a total want of good 
/aith, a deliberate. reſolution of taking the 
Houle by ſurprize, and it ſucceeded with 4 
weary, puzzled and embarraſſed audience. 
Leave was given to bring in the Bill. 
Sir, I do not only complain of an omiſſion 
of this magnitude on the eredit fide of this 
pretended account of the Eaſl. India Company's 
affairs, but likewiſe of the ſuppreſſion of 
ſome intereſting facts, which ought to have 
been brovght ferward, and placed in à full 
light. It appears by the printed aecounts of 
the ** General State of the affairs of the 
«« Eaſl- India Company,“ publiſhed by order 
of the General Court, zbat the arrivalr have 
cen put | fo much out , their ordiuary courſe, 
that. only thirtesn' Hips arrived in the ſeaſtu 
1782, and eleven in the ſeaſon 1783, while 
forty-frue are ieft to arrive in 1784, | befides ten 
more, which are now abroad, and will be kept 
in India, fo as is arrive in 1785, at the fame 
time with miſt of thoſe now under dispatch from 
tence. Was it, Sir, eonſiſtent with candour, 
or juſtice, to ſuppreſs facts of this moment, 
in a long and laboured inveſtigation of every 
. ir- 


(9 ) 
circumſtarice-reſpeRing the fiſt commercial 
company in the world? The reaſon however 
is glaring; The property, which theſe ſhips 
wilt bring home, cannot fail of placing the 
finarces of che Company on às ſolid a foun- 
dation as the molt intereſtecb proprietor could 
wiſh, or the moſt avaricious and graſping 
miniſter deſire; but alas l it is a diſtant day, 
and the moment is preſſing, big with the fate 
of miniſlers. Needy dependents grow impor- 
tunate and cla morous, as being uſed not to 
gie but to tale eredit. Preſent plunder 18 
preferred to future golden dreams of all' the 
treaſures oſ the Eaſt, and with conſummate 
prudence, amid all the chantes and changes 
of this political, miniſterial life. It was arcfol 
to keep back all the reſources'of the Company: a 
and enlarge only on their preſent di iffcultfet, 
which were brought on by the late war, and 
the reſtraints laid by Parliament on their power 
of extricating themſelves by extending their 
credit in the eireulation of bonds to a mode. 
rate amount. Phe unfairneſs of the whole = 
proceeding muſtiſtrike every man: A noble 
Lord (a) near me, with an honeſt zeal, has 

15197336 ee g bude bas gaekned 


Ga) Lord Mahon, Member for Chipping 
Vycumbe 
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called the Bill an infamous Bill. No epithet can 
in my opinion reach the enormity of its guilt, 
and therefore 1 ſhall content myſelf with call- 
ing it a {/windling Bill, drawn and preſented by 
the right honourable Secretary to obtis mo» 
ney on fal/e pretences. 

Alawyer(4) on the ee woks Jag, has 
told us, that the Company are actually bankrupts, 
becauſe they have not paid their debts, nor 
can they at preſent. Is then every man, Who 
does not, or cannot, pay every legal de- 
mand, a bantrupt] Has the worthy member 
no more delicacy for the characters of ſo many 
illuſtrious, perſons all around him? I reſpect 
the honour of the majorzty here too highly to 
ſuffer them to be called 4az#rupts.,. Such an 
aſſertion ſhall not go forth to the world un- 
contradicted. Is the learned gentleman yet 
to be taught the difference between banks 
ruptey and iz/obvency ? The right honourable 
Secretary was more cautious. He did not 
pronounce. the Company bankrupt. He only 
endeavoured.to make them out -i1/o/went at 
preſent to the amount of five millions, with 

| little 


dd Jolin: Nichols Eſq Member for Blet- 
chingly. 


(i 184) 


little chance of a future day of Pay ments 
without his generous aſſiſtan ee. 

The fame lawyer aſfares us, that the pre- 
ſent Bill is neither a Bill of caußſeation, nor 
diifranchiſement. He will excuſe me ſor ſtat-⸗ 
ing to the Houſe my resſons for believing 
it both. What is the idea of confi/cation? Is 
it not the ſeizing by violence the property of 
one individual, and transferring it to ano- 
ther ? It is impoſſible for this to tale effect 
in a fuller and elearer manner than is di- 
rected by the EaH- India Bill. I deſy any 
lawyer to ſhew me an 44 of confilcation mote 
forcibly drawn. The words of the fourth 
clauſe of this Bil are, The iricturs e the faid 
united company. and all other officers and mini»! 
fters, and ſenvants thereof, are bereby enjoined,; 
immediately upon the requifttion'of the faid tom. 
miſſioners, ſignified under their hands and ſeals, 
to deliver up to them, [the new. commiſſioners} 
or to fuch perſon or perſons as they ſpall for that 
purpo/e appeiut, all ſuch lands, lenimenie, houſtss: 
warehouſes, buildings, books, records, documents, 
charters, acts, inſtruments, papers, Joiges veſſels, 
goods, warts, and merchandizes,' money, ſecu · 


rities for. moneys" aud all uber effetts avbat/e- 


ever. 


$2, — aig „„ . . 
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ever. Imagination is at a loſs even to ove; 
at the moſt inſignificant trifle, Which has 


here eſcaped the harpy claws of a ravenous 


Coalition. One idea indeed generally precedes 


the word confiſcation, and that is guilt. In the 
preſent inſtance no crime whatever has been 


alledged. The argument of the right ho- 
nourable Secretary for the Bill was the actual 
poverty of the Company the real motive we 
all know is the certainty of the pre ſent ſpoils, 
with future accruing wealth, and immenſe 
patronage, to enrich an Indian het inrchy of 
his creation, and, through his tame viceroys, 
the Friuculo viceroy of ſia. 
In the Bill. Sit, as draaun and preſented to 
the Houſe by the right honourable Secretary, 
there is no clauſe inſerted of any tra created 
for the benefit of the proprietors. In the Com- 
mittee indeed the words have been added, 12 
truſt for, and fur the benefit af the proprietvrs, but 
in caſe of the groſſeſt abuſe of truſt, to whom 
is the appeal? To the proprietors ? No, Sir, 
they are to have no farther concern with their 
qun property. Is it not then conffſcated , 
The appeal is to a aajcrity in either Houſe 
of * which the moſt driveling Mi- 


niſter 


( $88] 


niſter could not fail to ſecure with a patron- 
age of above two millions ne given mn 
this Bil. 

Sir, the Bulbs ſaid not to be a Bill of, ale 
V anchiſement, becauſe it does not take from 
the proprietors their right to an iexclufive. 
trade, or monopoly. Was this monopoly the 
only frauchi/e of the proprietors? There is 
property in this kingdom to which a Franchiſe 
is annexcd, The franchiſe may be taken 
away, yet the property remain. To a free. 
hold, for inſtance, is annexed a right of vet. 
ing for Members of Parliament. We have 
ſeen that franchiſe taken away, and yet the 
freehold remained untouched, but ſurely the 
freeholder loudly and juſtly complained' of 
the di;franchiſement. The caſe is parallel as 
to Eafi-India ock. Perſons poſited of flock 
to a certain amount are entitled to vote for 
the appointment of their ſervants both at 
home and abroad, to manage their property, 
in which they are always clear-Frghred, to 
direct and ſuperintend all their concerns, 
with a general power of controut. This 

forely is a moſt valuable unc hiſt. It was 
underſtood to be 3 with the flock. 
The: 
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(ww) 
Fhe purchaſe money was mere conſiderable 
from his intrinße value, which it was ſup-⸗ 


| poſed to poſſeſt. 'T his Rarchiſſ is to be taken 


away by tke B, and yet one gentleman 
among us can aflert, that the Ea India pro- 
prietors will not be gigfrancliscd. God forbid 
the People of England fhould have many 
ſuch defenders of their anchiſes and liberties 
in a Houſe of Commons! x ? 

If the Houſe, Sir, will attend to cn has 
paſſed ſince the introduction of this Bill 
among us, they will fee that if we mean to 
preſetve our ancient parliamentary forms of 
proceeding, we cannot ſuffer the farther 
progreſs of ſuch a Bill. When leave was 
moved for its introduction, the right honour- 
able Secretary, as the ſole motive of his 
conduct, gave an alarming. account of the 
deſperate ſtate of the finances of the Com- 
pany. He painted in the darkeſt colours the 


_ ſtate of their debts and incumbrances, which 


he made amount to ſeveral millions. A wor- 
thy (c) member of this Houſe, a Director of 
the Eaſt. India Company, flatly contradicted 
the, n cdons of t the Secretly, and pledged 

„ himſelf 


0 Samuel Smith, Ek Member for I'chelter, 


3 public 2\ very ee fixce of welt Fairs 
It comes authenticated by every proper au- 
thority, Nathaniel Smith, Eg; Chairman of the 
Zaſſ.- India Company, John Aung, Auditor of 
Indian Accompts, and & amutl N icholl, Ace 

| countant. T heſe accompts We may examine 
at our leifore, and ſcrutinize with the moſt 
minute exactneſs. We have a clear **State- 
«© ment of the debts, credits, and effects of 
6 the Eaſt-India Company,” - carried up to 
December I, 1783. But Where is the ac- 
compt of the right honourable Secretary to 
be found ? That does not admit of ſuch a 
ſcrutiny ; at is authenticated by no ſigna- 
ture, nor proved by any paper on our table. 
No two perſons in this Houſe agree to day in 
the particulars of the long, Iaboured harangue 
of yeſterday. T here | is a precifien i in ED 1s 
thrown on paper, but then it is liable to de- 
tection, and even ſeems to invite an acute 
examination. Here then, Sir, the honour and 
juſtice of this Houſe are deeply concerned. 
One member brings forwards a bold affer- 
tion of various facts, on the truth of which 
. afk's leave to tac bo in a very harſh and ſe- 
| 275 vere 
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vere Bill, to uſe no more violent expreſſion. 
Another member, more immediately con- 
cerned, having the proofs daily under his 
eye, denies the truth of every propoſition 
advanced by the member who moved for the 
Bill, and dares him to the proof at your bar. 
Here can be no deception. The challenge is 
perfectly fair. No demonſtration can be ſupe- 
rior to that drawn from figures. The challenge 
bowever is declined. No proof whatever is of- 
fered in ſupport of the Bill. The caſe then is 
at iſſue, and every principle of juſtice forbids 
us to proceed, till the facts are aſcertained, 
till we know whether a real neceſſity exiſts, 
cr whether it is made the pretence to colour a 
deep-laid plan of ambition, wealth, and 
pawer. The forms of Parliament are firſt 
to be ſacrificed, aud then its independency. 
This Bill, Sir, appears to me to violate 


the national faith in a high degree, for it 
annihilates the Charter of the Eaft- India Com- 


pany, purchaſed of the public, and ſecured by 
the ſanction of Parliament. The violation 
of the American Charters, which has been fol- 
lowed by the loſs of our empire in the Weſt, 
would haye deterred any miniſters leſs raſh, 
leſs impetuous, from this dangerous experi- 

ment 


, 


ment of tampering with Charters, Not a 
Corporation in the kingdom, not a Charrer, 
not the Great Charter of our Liberties, not a 
Veed, not a Contract, not a Document, not a 
Security, no ſpecies of property, can be ſafe 
againſt unprincipled men acting thus in the 
plenitude and wantonneſs of power. This 
Charter did not oe its birth to the fooliſh 
Prepoſſem̃ons, or mad prodigality, of any of 
the Plantagenets, Tudors, or Stuarts, in fa- 
your: of their ſervile courtiers, or intereſted 
dependents, It was a fair purchaſe: made 
of the public, an equal compact for re- 
ciprocal advantages between the nation at 
large and the body of the proprietors. The 
purchaſe- money has been actually received 
by the public, and conſequently the proprie- 
tors have a juſt claim to what was ſtipulated 
in their favour. I agree, Sir, that there is 
no Charter which may not be forfeited from 
delinquency, but the Charters of the City 

ef Londan, for they are excepted by an ex- 
preſs Ad of our glorious Deliverer, from the 
neceſſity of preſerving the peace of the capi · 
tal; but no delinquency of- any kind is now 
made a charge againſt the Ha- India Directors, 

a i. Pro- 


( x8: ) 
Proprietors, or any of their ſervants; The di- 
ftreſs of their circumfances alone was alledged 
as watranting ſuch a Bill. I am very ready to 
admit that the ſervants of the Company have 
been guilty of the moſt enormous crimes in 
the Eaff,” Is that a reaſon for puniſhing the 
Directors and Proprietors | in Leadenhall- 
ſtreet? Has the leaſt degree of guilt been 
imputed to them? I wiſh rather to add to 
their powers over their on ſervants, and 
then Lam ſatisfied that guilt of the deepeſt 
dye would'ſpeedily be TORE HR the Mott 
exemplary pubiſfiment?! J ſee no 'objeftion 
to giving the Directors moſt of the powers 


of this Hill. It would be highly politic. 
Let me ſtate to the recollection of the Houſe 


a recent tranſaction, in Which the inte- 
reſt' of the Cempany, and the national ho- 
nour, were deeply wounded. When, aſter 
every poſſible delay; the authors of the late 
revolution at Madraſs, and the ſabſequent 
morder of Lord Pigot, were brought into an 
Englith - -court of juſtice," and a Jury pro- 
nounced them guilty, What was the ſentence? 
A trifling mulct, and nbt lan hour's impriſon- 
ment. "The. fine; which, e in court, 


fr et) 1 
| | Was 


(19) 


was ſcarcely a ſiſtieth part of the ſpoils. of a 
wicked uſurpation of the ſupreme. governs. 
ment, both civil and military, followed, by the 
murder of the Governor. The public were 
inſulted, even in the, hour of trial, by,a vain 
oltentation of what, the criminals were pre- 
pared. to have diſgorged, before, the fears of 
their troubled conſciences were quieted by a 
ſolemn mockery of. juſtice. Such a conduct 

marked the partial and feeble hand. of the 
law, at home; for ſurely, Sir, ſuch crimes 
called for ſeverity, to deter future delioquents, 
They. may from this legity learn. with. perfect 
ſafety, and immenſe profit, to perpetrate the 
trifling crimes of a 
murder, : nf e or of 4125: 

have no objection, nh actin | 
ing the Zaft- India Company to the primary 
object of their Charter, to their: original views 
of commeree. I little reliſh the idea oſ a few. 
merehants governing, as ſovereigns, the three 
powerful ſtates of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, 
It is inconſiltent, with political order, and the 
ſubordination of Britiſh ſubjects, The. ſuits 
were Jatt! y expe led ſrom almol every, governs 


ment. in the, 94d and new world, not from a 
| C23 ſy lem 
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ſvkem of fl y tenats, which not ont in ahun- 
dred of them believed, but from their eſtabliſh- 
irg the imperium in imperio, which no flate ever 
ſuffered with impunity. Lwenerate the wiſe 
maxim of a commercial policy, chat, while 
it-is adding tothe national wealth, forms an 
invincible bulwark by the ſlrengih of a 
powerful navy; but I deteſt a ſcandalous, 
heterogeneous:trafico: of viat and trade, plun- 
der and commerce, peculation and murder, 
extortion, rapine aud corruption The na- 
tional charucter has been loſt in Indoſtan. 
Vrovinees 09 nden have been bought 
2% $614 by the Aßeltie Generals and Go- 
vertiors of che Company; againſi che fſtror gaſt 
orders of the Pirectors and Proprietors; and 
the Hives of ſohie of the moſt harmle ſspripces, 
vho ever reigned, ſet to ſales The miſchief 
ſoon gains Europe, and we experience at 
h" mew the elamities avhich Rome ſuffered 
in the dectenfion ef herempire, and from the 
ſame quarter; from the Eaſt. 'Weare ruined 
by the luxury and 'venality of our own deſ- 
picable offspring, and alf the vices of the 
Faft, &hich they/propagate here tob ſueceſs- 
filly,” when they feturn to purchase protee- 
5 5 Hi tion 


2 
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tion and indemnity for their crimes. th ere- 
fore, Sir, highly approve a Bill for the go- 
vernment of the territorial poſſeſſions and re- 
venues of India, which ought to depend on 
the ſlate, but the regulation of all commer- 
cial concerns I ſhall ever think ovght to reſt 
with the Proprietors and Directors. This is 
their province: to this they are as competent 
as they are inadequate. to dominien and the 
care of empires. | 
Sir, I look upon this Bill as the bitter fruits 
of the Coalition. After the fatal conſequences 
of the noble Lord's attack on the Auuerican 
Charters, I cannot think he would have ven- 
tured on this direct violation of the franchiſes 
and property of à great Company, if he had 
not been in impious league with ſo daring a 
colleague, Not a man, who hears me, can 
believe that ſuch a Bill had ever appeared, if 
the wordy war had gone on between the two 
Secretaries. The noble Lord indeed had 
made ſome former faint attempts, and fora 
good while caſt a longing eye on the fair 
prey, but he dreaced his opponent, When 
he had ſecured a. fit accomplice. the plan 


1 


* ſhare of the plunder was adjuſted, and 
C 3 the 


(i: 287} 

che robbing of the Faft India Compary re- 
ſolved. The Duumwirt, aura, argento, arte, 
not flande, or feriundo, but rapiundo, pro- 
ceeded by the Bill to the ſeixure and confiſca-' 
tion of all monies, ſecurities for money, goods, 
evares, merchandizes, &c. &c &c. with as 
little ſcruple as in elder times any triumvi- 
rate, or decemwirate, ever uſed. 

I proteſt, Sir, I do not fee] the leaſt per- 
fonality againſt either of the members of the 
Coalition, but I dread: the monſtrous, unna- 
tural union of ſach incongruous, diſcordant 
particles, becauſe they could only be brought 
to ccaleſce for the diviſion of the public ſpoils, 
for the ſharing of all power among themſelves, 
to the deſtruction of the public liberty, and 
the independency of this Houſe. | 7 believe 
that the noble Lord poſſeſſes the moſt perfect 
perſonal integrity. His own probity is un- 
blemiſhed, but a Juſt of power, and an un- 
lucky indolence of temper, combined to 
make him through the courſe of the laſt war 
connive at almoſt every man in every depart- 
ment fleccing the public beyond the example 
of all former times. His own hands were 
clean: not fo thoſe of the whele- tribe 
of 
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of his contractors and dependents. The 
noble Lord has a rich vein of pure, elegant, 
claſſical wit, the moſt eaſy manners, and un- 
affected good nature, with every amiable and 
companionable quality. He is formed to be 
admired and beloved as a private nobleman, 
Would to Heaven I could commend his reve- 
rence for the conſtitution, his love of liberty, 
and his zeal for the preſervation of thoſe. no- 
ble privileges and franchiſes, which are the 
birthright of Engliſhinen! With his Colleague 
I have acted againſt his lordſhip. for many 
years. I fought by his fide through the whole 

American war, and in all the ſpirited ſtruggles 
| againſt the too great power of the crown. I 
have frequently been in raptures from the 
ſtrains of his manly eloquence, the force of kis 
_ reaſoning, and the torrent of his oratory. So 
perfect a parliamentary debater this Houfe 
has never known. I grieve when l recolle& 
how unavailing all our tedious ſtraggles have 
been, and that fo large a part of the empire 
has been torn from us; but I am indignant 
when I ſee the noble Lord in one of the hig heſt 
offices of the ſlate, brought back to power, 
and careſſed by the very man, who ander- 


L.. 
took 


(1-264 3 


took to impeach him, as the great criminal of 

the flate, the corrupter of Parliament, the au- 
ther and contriver of our ruin. He proteſted 
that he could not truſt himſelf in the ſame room 

with him. At another time he ſaid, he con- 

ſented to paſs for the moſt infamous man in this, 
or any country, if ever he made part of an ad- 
miniſtration with the noble Lord in the blue rib- 

band. I do not forget, Sir, attending my 

Sovereign the laſt year, by the command of 

the Freeholders of Middleſex, ro thank his 

Majefly for having removed from his counſels 
men, under awhoſe adminiſtration calamities, [0 

many and. ſo great, have befallen this kingdom, © 
and for appointing miniſters, in whom this coun- 

try had, and are willing to have, the fulleſi 

confiaence. That confidence could never have 

been loſt, but by the dereliction of every 

principle, + and every promiſe. The right 

honourable Secretary aſſured us in the firſt 

week after his acceſſion to power, that he 

found every thing much worſe than he could 

have ſuſpected. Has he inſtituted the leaſt 
enquiry into the cauſes of the diſmember- 

ment of the empire, and of the diſgraces of 

the Britiſh fleet during ſo great a part of the 

| | laſt 
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laft war, for which he has ſo often ſolemnly 
pledged himſelf? In breach of repeated pub- 
lic engagements, and almoll daily pompous 
profeſſions, he has joined the enemy of Ame- 
rica, by x hich he has loſt the confdence of Ame. 
rica, which he had acqulred in ſome degree, 
and might hate made uſeful to this country. 

Sir, another ſtrong objection to this Br, 
ariſes from the enormous power, in the end 
to* accrue to the crown, pethaps directiy by 
coltufion with its miniſter. It 18, Sir, a pa- 
tre nage of above two willlons ſterling a year, 
of which the Company will be deprived. 
Wherever ſuch a-patronage falls, it cannot 
fail to overturn the Balance of power in this 
Welle polzed conſtitution. All the Governor 
Generals, Liedtenant- "Governors, Counſel- 
lors, preſidents, Council of Commerce, Fae: 
tors, Writers, every thing civil and military, 
fröm the General to the Sibaltern, in the 
variotis eſtabliſmments throughout Aſia, and 
at Home every thing of profi in Leadenhall- 
Street, tothe very warchouſemen; elerks and 
porters of © the hoüſe, are included. Such an 
influence cobld never be withſtood. I con- 
foled myſelf, Sit, under the loſs of Ametira, 
288 . be- 
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becauſe as the ſrſt object of my wiſhes is the 
Immortality. of the liberties af my countty, 
and | had always thought hat the 7nfinence of 
the a crogun had increajed, was inertafiug, and 
eugot eto be diminiſhed, three propoſitions regu- 
larly ſupported, by one half of the Coalition, 
and regularly oppoſed by the other half, the 
conſiderable diminution of tegal power by 
the loſs of the appoin:ment of thirteen Go- 
vernors, thirteen Lieutenant - Governors, Chief 
Jaſtices, Attorney and Solicitor- Generals, Re - 
ceivers, Cuſtom· houſe Officers, &c. &. & e. 
with, the, milirary,, government of Minorea, 
and the, two Floridas, no longer, rendered the 
crown an.objedt of terror. If, however, the 
| immenſe patronage of Aſia is to; be given to 
the Crown, its overgrown, power muſt ſoon 
ſwallow up the two other branches of the 
legiſlature, ; and the ſovereign. of Eygland will 
become as perfect a, deſpot as the anonareh 
or Pruſſa. If it is to be 
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and bateſol ariſtocracy, both the ſoveteign 
and the people will be the ſlaves of a faction. 


Ove on ly reſource; will remainy4n;the great 


revolution of human events, ny. \ 
; " - of 


65 
of time may brirg forch, a circumſtance not 
to be regretted, perhaps to be wiſhed, by the 
real friends of humanity.” It is an event poſ- 
ſibly not very diſtant, that the F rench, Datch, 
and Portugueſe, as well as the Engliſh, may 
be entirely ſwept away from the countries in 
the Eaft, which they have cruelly laid waſte, 
and made the theatre of the moſt flagitibus 
enormities. The peaceful natives will then 
be at reſt, happy under the mild government 
of” their own prinees. Commerce will ho 
longer be fettered by a monopoly, but ſpread. 
its ſwelling fails as freely over the gulph of f 
Bengal and the Tndian' ſeas; as on the coaſt 
of China and e on the eo or r the 
TIT 958 F. 


a ber fow more words? We have a n 4% 
to prevent oſſicers of the Cuſtoms and Exciſe 
from voting at elections of members to ſerve 
in Parliament, a truly wiſe and excellent : re · 
gulation; dictated by the pirit of liberty. 
Should this Bil paſs into a law, I will © move 6 
the ſame kind of Vl with reſpect to eve. 
ry man employed under the intended Za. 

ra conmviJfon; to Oe in foie degree 8 
the 
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che incredible weight of influence, which it 
will create. Iwill bring to the teſt the con- 
ſiſtency of the great Whig families, of whoſe 
ſupport we have heard ſo much from the 
right honourable Secretary; and. I doubt 
not of the effectual aſſiſtance of every inde- 
pendent character in the Houſe. I do not, 
however, deſpair of the total rejection of the 
preſent Bi l. I will only add, that if we do 
not ſtrangle the monſter in its birth, it will 
deſtroy the freedom both of the Parliament 
and People. 5 
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Mr. chamberlait WIIXES ad miniſtered s at 
' Grocers-HalL to Mr. PITT. the Oath 
uſually taken by all 'perſons admitted to 


the Freedom of the City of London, after 


mn, he added, 
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SIR, 


| I. Give you joy, and 1 congratulate the City 
of London on the important acquiſition it 
has this day made. I reckon is, Sir, among 
the moſt fortunate events of my life, that 1 
| have the honour of being directed by the 
ananimous reſolution of the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Common-Council, to enroll 
your name in the Archives of this Metro- 
polis among thoſe Princes and Heroes who 
have been the benefactors of our Country, 


and the friends of Mankind, with the glo- 
D rious 
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rious Deliverer of this Nation, with the Hero 
of Culloden, with the illuſtrious Stateſman,. 
from whom you derive your deſcent. The 
City of London, Sir, with pride: and exulta- 
tion, now behold revived in the Son thoſe 
folid Virtues, thoſe ſhining Falents, and 
powerful Eloquence, which; they long ad- 
mired in the Father, but above all that ge- 
nerqus Love of our Country, and its divine 
Conſtitution, ſuperior to the groveling, ſor- 
did views of private ſelf intereſt, or perſonal 
ambition. You have, Sir, thus early in your 
Miniſterial Career commanded the eſteem 
and admiration of this City and Nation, by 
a noble Act of Diſintereſtedneſs in favour of 
the pablic, for which L believe you ſcarcely 
could. find a precedent, nor I fear will you. 
be imitated by any future Miniſler. 

We look up, Sir, to that ſuperior 8 
and purity of Public Virtue, which, ; diftin- 
guiſh you, for the, reformation , of many 
abuſes, as Well as the ſteady protection, of our 
Chartered Rights, Property and Freedom. 
The Adminiſtration of your Noble. Father 
gave us ſecurity at Home, carried tie Glory 
of this N ation to the uvimoſt Height, Abroad, 
and 
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and extended the bounds of the Empire to 
Countries, where the Roman Eagle never 
flew. A late Adminiftration undertook an 
unjuſt and wicked War, which diſmembered 
the Empire by depriving us of our moſt va» 
luable Colonies, and has almoſt brought us 
to the brink of Bankruptcy. To reſtore 
this kingdom to any degree of proſperity 
and Greatneſs, demands the utmoſt exertions 
of. Virtue and Ability, with every ſupporr 
both of the Crown and People at large. I 
hope you will meet with both, and I know 
how:high you ſtand in the Confidence of the 
Public. Much is to be done, but you have 
{4)Youth, Capacity, and Firmneſs. It is the 
characteriſtie cf a true Patriot never to det 
pair, and we have a well; grounded hope of 
your making us again a great, powerful, 
bappy, and united People, by a ſteady, uni- 
form, wiſe, and diſintereſted conduct. Your 
Noble Father; Sir, annihilated Party, ane f 
hope you' will in che end beat down and con- 
quer the Hydra of Faction, which now Tears 
its hundred heads N you. I remember | 
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his ſaying, that for rb good of the People be 


dared to lool the proudeft connections of thi s Cours 


try in the Face. I truſt that the ſame ſpirit ani. 
mates his Son, and as he has the ſame Sup- 
port of the Crown and the People, I am 
firmly perſuaded that the 9 5 Succeſs will 


follow. )))%Cͤã iu IE PEO! 
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T Beg to retern you my beſt Thanks for 
your very obliging Expreſſions. Nothing can 
be more encouraging to me, in the Diſcharge 
of my Public Duty, than the countenance 
of thoſe, whom, from this Day, I may have 
the honour of calling my F ellow-Citizens, 
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